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in 1916 anthropologist gilbert | wilson worked closely with buffalobird woman a highly respected hidatsa born in 1839 on the fort
berthold reservation in western north dakota for a study of the hidatsas uses of local plants what resulted was a treasure trove of
ethnobotanical information that was buried for more than seventy five years in wilson s archives now held jointly by the minnesota
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historical society and the american museum of natural history in new york city wilson recorded buffalobird woman s insightful and
vivid descriptions of how the nineteenth century hidatsa people had gathered prepared and used the plants and wood in their local
environment for food medicine smoking fiber fuel dye toys rituals and construction from courtship rituals that took place while
gathering juneberries to descriptions of how the women kept young boys from stealing wild plums as they prepared them for use
to recipes for preparing and cooking local plants uses of plants by the hidatsas of the northern plains provides valuable details of
hidatsa daily life during the nineteenth century

the northern plains are often ignored by the rest of the nation or if not are mentioned in the context of the weather mount rushmore
or the black hills however north dakota and south dakota have a colorful past and present deserving of greater recognition norman
k risjord relates the remarkable histories of these two states from the geological formation of the great plains to economic
changes in the twenty first century risjord takes the reader on a journey through the centuries detailing the first human inhabitants
of the northern plains the lewis and clark expedition homesteading and railroad building the political influence of the progressive
movement the building of mount rushmore and wounded knee ii included are stories of such noteworthy characters as french
explorer vérendrye the lakota leader red cloud north dakota political boss alexander mckenzie and south dakota democrat george s
mcgovern despite the shared topography and the rivers that course through both states the diverse reactions of the two states to
the challenges of the twentieth century provide opportunities for arresting comparisons this captivating look at the dakotas
geography ecology politics and culture is essential reading for dakotans and those interested in the rich history of this important
region

the human sciences address problems in nature and society that often require coordinated approaches of several scientific
disciplines and scholarly research embracing the social and biological sciences and history when we wish for example to
understand how some sub populations and not others come to be vulnerable why a disease spreads in one part of a population
and not another or which gene variants are transmitted across generations then a remarkable range of disciplinary perspectives
need to be brought together from the study of institutional structures cultural boundaries and social networks down to the micro
biology of cellular pathways and gene expression the need to explain and address differential impacts of pressing contemporary
issues like aids ageing social and economic inequalities and environmental change are well known cases in point population
concepts models and evidence lie at the core of approaches to all of these problems if only because accurate differentiation and
identification of groups their structures constituents and relations between sub populations are necessary to specify their nature
and extent the study of population thus draws both on statistical methodologies of demography and population genetics and
sustained observation of the ways in which populations and sub populations are formed maintained or broken up in nature in the
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laboratory and in society in an era in which research needs to operate on multiple levels population thinking thus provides a
common ground for communication and critical thought across disciplines population in the human sciences addresses the need
for review and assessment of the framework of interdisciplinary population studies limitations to prevailing postwar paradigms
like the evolutionary synthesis and demographic transition were becoming evident by the 1970s subsequent decades have
witnessed an immense expansion of population modelling and related empirical inquiry with new genetic developments that have
reshaped evolutionary population and developmental biology the rise of anthropological and historical demography and social
network analysis are playing major roles in rethinking modern and earlier population history more recently the emergence of sub
disciplines like biodemography and evolutionary anthropology and growing links between evolutionary and developmental biology
indicate a growing convergence of biological and social approaches to population
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